
LGBTQ2* REFUGEES 

A M  I  E L I G I B L E ?  

To come  to  Canada  as  a  re fugee ,  you  must  be

re ferred  by  e i ther  UNHCR or  a  pr ivate  sponsorsh ip

group .

You  may  be  c las s i f i ed ,  under  a  v i sa ,  a s  a  convent ion

re fugee  by  the  Immigrat ion  and  Refugee  Board

(IRB)  or  a  person  in  need  o f  protec t ion .

Convent ion  re fugee :  i f  you  have  a  fu ture -or iented ,

we l l - founded  fear  o f  persecut ion  in  your  home

country  based  on  your  sexua l  or i enta t ion  or  gender

ident i ty .  

Person  in  need  o f  protec t ion:  i f  you  are  in  danger

of  tor ture  or  crue l  and  unusua l  puni shment  because

of  your  sexua l  or i enta t ion  or  gender  ident i ty  i f  you

re turn .

To  be  e l ig ib le ,  i t  i s  your  respons ib i l i ty  to  prove

that  you  are  a  member  o f  e i ther  o f  these  group .
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H O W  D O  I  M A K E  A

C L A I M ?  

You must  make  a  c la im to  Immigrat ion ,  Refugees ,

and  Ci t i zensh ip  Canada .

To  make  a  c la im as  a  re fugee ,  you  need  to  f i l l  out

an  appl i ca t ion  package  and  undergo  an  in terv iew

wi th  an  IRCC of f i c ia l .

I f  you  are  re ferred  by  the  o f f i cer ,  you  wi l l  then  be

scheduled  for  a  hear ing  in  f ront  o f  the  Refugee

Protec t ion  Div i s ion .

REMEMBER:  Under  the  Immigrat ion  and  Refugee

Protec t ions  Act ,  you  have  a  r ight  to  l ega l

representa t ion  for  your  hear ing  through  Lega l  Aid

Mani toba  i f  you  can  not  a f ford  representa t ion .  Thi s

i s  prov ided  for  by  the  Prov ince  o f  Mani toba .
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W H A T  I F  I  A M

R E J E C T E D ?  

You may  appea l  the  dec i s ion  to  the  Refugee  Appea l

Div i s ion  i f  there  i s  a  ques t ion  o f  l aw,  o f  fac t ,  or  o f

mixed  law and  fac t .

The  Refugee  Appea l  Div i s ion  wi l l  dec ide  whether  to

a l low or  re jec t  your  c la im for  re fugee  protec t ion .

W H O  C A N  A S S I S T

M E ?  
While  your  c la im i s  be ing  cons idered ,  you  are  

e l ig ib le  to  the  r ights  guaranteed  under  the  

Canadian  Charter  o f  R ights  and  Freedoms .  These  

inc lude  cer ta in  r ights  to  hea l th  care ,  inc lud ing  

t emporary  coverage  i f  you  are  ine l ig ib le  under  

prov inc ia l  and  terr i tor ia l  hea l th  insurance .
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W H O  C A N  A S S I S T

M E ?  

There  are  programs  spec ia l i z ing  a t  support ing

LGBTQ2* re fugees :

Reach ing  Out  Winnipeg  i s  a  program for  those  who

face  ser ious  persecut ion  based  on  sexua l  or i enta t ion

or  gender  ident i ty .  Contac t :

reach ingoutwinnipeg@gmai l . com

Rainbow Rai l road  ass i s t s  LGBTQ2* re fugees

throughout  the  process  inc lud ing  serv ices  l ike  l ega l

a id ,  sponsorsh ip  matches  and  many  o ther  ass i s tance

programs .  Contac t :

h t tps : / /www.ra inbowra i l road .ca /ge the lp
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W H O  C A N  A S S I S T

M E ?  

Reset t l ement  Ass i s tance  Program (RAP)  prov ides

government -ass i s t ed  re fugees  immedia te  and

essent ia l  support  for  bas i c  needs .  More

informat ion:

ht tps : / /www.canada .ca /en / immigrat ion-re fugees -

c i t i zensh ip / serv ices / re fugees /he lp -wi th in-

canada / f inanc ia l .h tml

Immigrat ion  & Refugee  Communi ty  Organiza t ion  o f

Mani toba  ( IRCOM) prov ides  a f ter - schoo l  programs

for  youth ,  Eng l i sh  courses ,  dr iv ing  l e s sons ,

ch i ldcare  serv ices  among  many  o thers .  As  we l l ,

IRCOM has  apartments  ava i lab le  for  a  per iod  o f  up

to  three  years  for  newcomers  in  which  rent  and

ameni t i e s  are  taken  care  o f .  Contac t :

+1 .204 .943 .8765  or  emai l :  in fo@ircom.ca
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W H O  C A N  A S S I S T

M E ?  

Mani toba  Inter fa i th  Immigrat ion  Counc i l  Inc .

prov ides  both  se t t l ement  serv ices  and  In-Canada

protec t ion  serv ices .  They  seek  out  t emporary

hous ing ,  work ,  and  o therwise  educat iona l  and

support  serv ices  to  newcomers  to  Canada .  Contac t :

+1 .204 .940 .1000

N.E.E .D.S .  Mani toba  (Newcomer  Employment  and

Educat ion  Deve lopment  Serv ices )  i s  an  agency  that

works  wi th  the  Mani toba  government  to  prov ide

mentorsh ip  s ty l e  programs  espec ia l ly  concerned

wi th  educat ion  for  youth  and  women immigrants

and  re fugees .  Contac t :  +1 .204 .940 .1260


